
LO,  HOW A ROSE E 'ER BLOOMING

Often,  i t  seems,  the newspapers in  our  day pr in t  on ly  BAD NEWS. l f  we read c losely ,  however ,  there is  GOOD
NEV/S to be found.

Ancient  lsrael ,  about  whom we read in  the Bib le,  had no newspapers at  a l l  for  the i r  news!  Prophets used thei r
vo ices to remind people of  the i r  promise to keep God f i rs t  in  the i r  l ives .  .  .  and they warned them of  the bad
th ings that  could happen when they ignored God.

We read in  the Bib le about  prophets Amos,  Hosea,  Jeremiah,  and lsa iah a long wi th others.  As these men of
God had warned, lsrae I and J udah were defeated by their enem ies and their peop le were taken away as p riso ners-
When the people remembered the prophets' words about the promise of God they discovered that God's |ove
had been wi th them al l  a long -  just  wai t ing for  the people to  return to  Him.

Perhaps your  choi r  d i rector  has p layed some of  th is  beaut i fu l  music  based on the words of  the prophets.  Music
cal led an ORATORIO has been wr i t ten about  ELIJAH. Some spi r i tua ls  use EZEKIAL'5 words.  Sect ions of
l \4ESSIAH come f rom lsa iah and Job.

The prophets d id not  pretend to be for tune te l lers ,  but  some of  the i r  wr i t ings about  the i r  own t imesseem to
point to the coming of Jesus Christ,.iust like the hymn Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming.

For  whom is  the Rose a svmbol?

What  a re  svmbo ls?

Do you  know the  mean ing  o f  these  symbo ls?

ln th is lovely song are long sustained musical  phrases. How many t imes is that f i rst  long phrase repeated in the
f i rst  stanza? How smoothly can you sing i t? (Stand tal l  as though you were holding up the cei l ing with the top
of your head. This may help your voice to have that "al ive" sound that comes from good posture and i t  wi l l
help you to have enough breath to s ing the long phrase.)

Perhaps some of your choir  started too soon on the third l ine. Your director can remind you aboutmusical
RESTS. l f  your choir  has two parts s inging, do you know that the stems on the notes for the soprano part
usual ly point  UP and for the al to ( lower) part  usual ly point  DOWN?
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Newspapers are looked at and thrown away. The important words we feel  about God's LOVE and TRUTH
should be wri t ten in HYMNS that last  on and on. Try to wri te some HYMNS which express your own feel ings
about God.

Lo,how a Rosee'erbloom-ing From ten-der stem hath spmng!
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